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Amendments January 2020 
 

1.2  Classification of “B” Range changed to No Danger Area Range following installation of canopy. 

1.3  Hard targets permitted on “B” Range during Club competitions and events, following installation 
of canopy. Firing from squatting position (not permitted). Fixing targets to the target board. 

1.12 Range Certification and Approved Firing Positions amended in line with certificates issued June 
2019 and Management Committee decisions. 

Management Committee ruling that Shotgun solid slug may be used on “B” Range only. 

Management Committee ruling that firing from 100m and 75m points using firing positions other 

than prone shall be prohibited; except in the case of Member(s) certificated by the Club Chief 
Range Officer cro@drpc1999.club  to use standing and kneeling/sitting positions. 

3.5      Changes to Medical, Hospital Procedures –What3words® scheme. 

4.4      Eye protection with black powder firearms on C Ranges. 

5.3      Black Powder Safety Procedures with Pydrodex and iron barrels. 

Appendix 1 – The Use of Wind Indicating Flags for Bench Rest Shooting at DRPC (1999). Previously 

a stand-alone document now incorporated into the Range Safety Document. 
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Context 
Derby Rifle and Pistol Club, referred to as DRPC (1999) or as the “Club”; is a Home 
Office Approved rifle and muzzle loading pistol club. DRPC (1999) is an unincorporated 
association run by volunteers and recognised by English Law.  DRPC (1999) operates 
Twyford Range, which is in a semi-rural environment on the outskirts of Derby.   

Twyford Range comprises three firing ranges, referred to as A, B and C Ranges, and 
car parking area.  The main part of the complex is A Range, which is a secure brick-built 
club house with 16 internal firing points. 

Twyford Range is part of a multi-occupier site, comprising the Twyford Range, equine 
stabling and grazing and fishing facilities. 

This document has been written for the benefit of Club Members and visitors. The intent 
is to define and communicate safety procedures that each Member, whether Full, Junior 
or Probationary and Visitors must obey. 

It is important that Members of DRPC (1999) understand that not every shooting club follows 
the same range safety procedures. Members joining DRPC (1999) from other clubs and 
visiting shooters may be accustomed to different rules and practices. Likewise, Members of 
DRPC (1999) may need to follow different procedures at other clubs and ranges.  

This Range Safety Document sets out how we do things at DRPC (1999).  

Members and Visitors are always responsible for complying with applicable legislation 
and nothing in this or any DRPC (1999) document shall remove that responsibility. 

This document applies to all range facilities within Derby Rifle and Pistol Club (1999) Twyford 
Range complex. It lays down rules necessary for the safe conduct of firing by Members of the 
Club and Visitors. It provides basic rules for the DRPC (1999) Range Conducting Officer 
(RCO) Training Course and gives overall guidance on procedures to be followed.  

Rules and requirements set out in this document are based upon those of the National Rifle 
Association of the UK (UK NRA) modified as necessary to address the context of DRPC 
(1999) and the Twyford Range complex. 

This Range Safety Document has been prepared to ensure: 

• All necessary precautions are taken to prevent incidents likely to cause injury or damage to 
persons and property at the Club site and to the general Public and the environment. 

• Member responsibilities are clearly defined. 

• Range Conducting Officer (RCO) responsibilities are clearly defined. 

• Guidance is given to users unfamiliar with the facilities provided. 

The following must be read in conjunction with this Range Safety Document: 

• Derby Rifle and Pistol Club (1999) Constitution 

• The Health and Safety Plan and its various Appendices: 

• Lone Attendance Policy and Procedures 

• The Fire Risk Assessment 

• The Emergency Action Plan 
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 All Club Members must have and maintain a working knowledge of these five documents in 
order that they can safely and effectively supervise Visitors and visiting shooters whilst on Club 
premises and safeguard the Public and the general environment. 

The Range Safety Document and its associated documents will be periodically reviewed and 
will be amended as and when appropriate to ensure continued accuracy and relevancy. 

The Safe Shooting System 
The risk of an incident can be significantly reduced when robust safety procedures are in place 
and effectively implemented. DRPC (1999) is committed to ensuring its Members and visiting 
shooters adhere to this Safe Shooting System. This system, which is based on the Army Safe 
System of Training, consists of four elements: Safe Person, Safe Equipment, Safe Practice 
and Safe Place. DRPC (1999) operate processes and procedures that address each of these 
elements. 

• Safe Person 
A competent person within the Safe Shooting System is deemed competent by virtue of their 
qualifications, currency, experience and maturity. All Members of DRPC (1999) are required to 
complete Probationary Member training administered by DRPC (1999). The DRPC (1999) 
Probationary Course of Instruction has been accredited by the NRA of the UK.  

DRPC (1999) operates a system whereby Members are required to demonstrate competence 
in handling and use of any personal firearm. The Club Safety Officer has accountability and 
authority for implementing this system. The Club Membership Officer maintains records of 
individual competencies; i.e. records of firearm types each Member is authorised to use. 

The Club Identity Card of each Member will display details of the respective type of firearm 
they are authorised to use on the Ranges. 

Probationary Member training includes instruction and evaluation of competence in the 
handling and use of firearms of various types, owned and made available for use by the Club. 
Before a Probationary Member can be accepted as a Full Member, they shall demonstrate to 
the satisfaction of the Club Membership Officer competence in handling Club Firearms; e.g. 
.22RF rifle and Underlever (pistol calibre) Rifle.  The Club Membership Officer shall complete 
the Probationary Member’s Club Identity Card to authorise the use of these types of firearm as 
an important part of their Probationer training regime. 

On satisfactory completion of the applicable probationary period a Probationary Member may 
apply to become a Full Member, or Junior Member if under the age of 18 years. All Full 
Members over the age of 18 years are required to train and qualify as a DRPC (1999) Range 
Conducting Officer (RCO). 

For the purpose of gaining proficiency and experience in the use of a wide range of firearms, 
Members, including Junior Members, can handle and shoot firearms they are not yet 
authorised to use provided they are supervised by an RCO qualified Member who is 
authorised to use such firearms. The supervising RCO must be in attendance at all times to 
provide coaching and supervision. 

DRPC (1999) operates systems to ensure, so far as reasonably practical, that visiting Firearm 
Certificate holders are competent and adequately supervised. 
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Visitors who do not have a Firearm Certificate from a Firearms Licensing Authority may only 
attend and handle firearms under special arrangements, as set out later in this document. 

• Safe Equipment 
The Twyford Range operates under Range Safety Certificates which defines the types of 
firearms and ammunition that may be used for target shooting and zeroing, on each of the 
Club Ranges. Members are responsible for ensuring the provisions of these Certificates are 
always adhered to. 

The Club Armourer periodically inspects and maintains firearms owned by DRPC (1999) in 
accordance with manufacturer’s instructions. DRPC (1999) operates procedures for reporting 
faults with Club firearms and taking appropriate action, including removing Club firearms from 
use. Records of inspection and maintenance of Club firearms are maintained by the Club 
Armourer. Only commercially manufactured ammunition provided by DRPC (1999) may be 
used with these Club firearms. 

Each individual shooter is responsible for ensuring his firearm is properly maintained; that only 
firearms permitted under the rules of DRPC (1999) and applicable firearms legislation are 
used, and that ammunition used is in every respect safe and within the range safety 
parameters. They must be prepared to make their firearms and ammunition available for 
inspection when required. 

Shooters who hand load their own ammunition must ensure that they prepare their ammunition 
in strict accordance with accredited published loading manuals and must ensure that the 
Muzzle Velocity and Muzzle Energy value is within the permitted limits. They must be prepared 
to provide samples of their ammunition for chronographic analysis. 

• Safe Practice 
Safe practice requirements for Members and Visitors are defined in this Range Safety 
Document. 

Shooting on any range within the Twyford Range complex shall only take place under the 
control of a DRPC (1999) qualified Range Conducting Officer (RCO). At all times a DRPC 
(1999) qualified RCO shall be present on each range where firearms are being used or are 
present. 

DRPC (1999) has established a Lone Attendance Policy and Procedures that provide 
guidance to any Member who chooses to attend the Twyford Range alone. 

• Safe Place 
DRPC (1999) is the certified Range Operator and responsible for ensuring that Ranges within 
Twyford Range Complex are constructed and maintained safely.  DRPC (1999) is affiliated to 
the UK National Rifle Association and complies with NRA Range Approval and Inspection 
Requirements. DRPC (1999) consults as appropriate with competent outside professionals in 
matters relating to the design and construction and any modification of the Twyford Range 
Complex. 

The identification, assessment and control of risk is undertaken with the active involvement of 
the Membership and assistance of outside professionals as appropriate to highlight any new 
developments or techniques to further improve the shooting experience. The primary objective 
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of the Committee and membership is to ensure the Club continues to be a safe place for 
Members, Visitors, the Public and the environment. 

Competent outside professionals carry out periodic inspection of the Twyford Range Complex 
to check that the ranges have not deteriorated and remain suitable for the type of shooting 
taking place there. These outside professionals issue the DRPC (1999) Range Safety 
Certificates, which are renewed every three years. 

The Club Safety Officer, under guidance and support from the elected Committee and 
Members, plans and implements a programme of regular inspections of the ranges to ensure 
shooting activities are as far as reasonably practicable safe and fit for purpose. Records of 
range inspections, findings and recommendations are maintained and reported to the 
Committee by the Safety Officer. Planned and remedial maintenance is carried out as 
necessary. 
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1.1 Range Identification 
Twyford Range Complex comprises three firing Ranges. The three ranges have the following 
identification allocated to them: 

25 metre covered firing point range – “A” Range 

50 metre range – “B” Range 

200 “point” range – “C” Range 

1.2 Range Classification 
Twyford Range Complex is a “Gallery Range” because of its design and construction, i.e. 

• The targets and firing points are raised above ground level. 

• A high Stop-Butt is positioned behind the targets, i.e. earth mound constructed of spoil with 
bullet catching sand in the main bullet strike area. 

The Gallery Range consists of:    

• The Firing Area. 

• The Ricochet Area. 

And these areas combined; together with the air above them are called  

• The Range Danger Area. 

“A” Range is classed as a “No danger Area” range. Its proximity to the boundary of the site is 
such that range design and authorised procedures must for all practical purposes ensure that 
all anticipated shot, direct or ricochet, be contained within the curtilage of the Firing Area of this 
Range. 

“B” Range is classed as a “No danger Area” range. “B” Range was reclassified, from “Limited 
Danger Area” to “No danger Area” following the installation of a bullet catching canopy 
designed to ensure that for all practical purposes all anticipated shot, direct or ricochet, be 
contained within the curtilage of the Firing Area of this Range. 

 “C” Range is classed as “Limited Danger Area” ranges. The range design and authorised 
procedures must for all practical purposes ensure that all anticipated shot, direct or ricochet is 
captured and any resultant ricochet remains within the Range Danger Area. 

1.3 Gallery Range Safety Requirements 
Being a Gallery Range the following safety requirements apply to Twyford Range: 

a) RCOs must ensure that all loading, unloading, stoppage and inspection drills and firing are 
carried out with the firearm held horizontally, pointing towards the target and the sand stop 
butt. 

b) It is imperative that no shot is fired at a Quadrant Elevation (QE) of more than 70 mils (3.9 
degrees). This is the angle measured from the horizontal by which the muzzle of the 
firearm is raised. This precaution will ensure that any negligent discharge will be contained 
within the Ricochet Area. 

c) If shots are fired at a QE of more than 70 mils they can be expected to strike above the 
bullet catching sand (i.e. above the Stop-Butt) and may travel beyond the Range Danger 
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Area. Firers must therefore check they have the correct elevation settings on their sights 
before firing. Firers using fixed sights must limit and test the amount they “aim off” at short 
range, e.g. 25 metres and then 50 metres, before moving out to greater distances. 

d) Hard or solid targets, for example steel plates and bowling pins, are not permitted on “A” 
Range or “C” Range; and as a rule, are not permitted on “B” Range.  However, specific 
types of Hard Targets (Falling Plates, but not skittles) made from the correct metals, may 
be used in Club Competitions and Club Events only; when placed directly under the 
Canopy on “B” Range. 

e) Unless competitions require otherwise; only one target is permissible on a target frame at 
any one time and is to be attached to the target frame so that the target centre is 1.5 
metres above ground level at the main target line. Exceeding 1.5 metres will increase the 
risk of shots being fired at a QE of more than 70 mils and increase the risk of ricochets 
falling outside the Range Danger Area.  

f) Where the use of echelon (movable) targets is permitted the height of the echelon target 
must be adjusted such that the main point of impact in the Stop Butt is maintained 1.5 
metres above ground level at the main target line. 

g) Firing may only take place from the marked firing points. 

h) All firing must normally take place in target lanes and parallel to the range axes, i.e. Lane 1 
fires on Target 1 etc. Cross firing is unsafe and not permitted unless expressly authorised 
by the RCO; for example, to facilitate a recognised course of fire requiring the firer to use 
two adjacent targets. 

i) Firing may only take place from the Range specific Approved Firing Postures, for example 
sitting and prone. See Section 1.11 Squatting is not recognised as a stable firing position 
as so is not allowed. 

j) To avoid the possibility of ricochets, use staples, glue or elastic to secure targets to 
the target frame. Do not use nails or metal fixings such as bulldog clips. 

1.4 Permitted Shooting Times 
Subject to restrictions documented below (see 1.6), shooting is permitted between: 

• 0900 to 2200 Monday to Saturday 

• 0930 to 1800 Sunday.  

However Black Powder and High Velocity firearms (i.e. centre fire calibres but excluding pistol 
calibre gallery rifles) are not permitted after 1400 on Sundays. This is a condition of the Club’s 
Planning Permission and our permitted noise levels. 
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1.5 Club Sessions 
Club Sessions will be held on “A” Range and will normally be held between: 

• 1900 and 2100 each Wednesday 

and 

• 1000 and 1200 each Sunday 

There will be no Club Session on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 

On “Remembrance Day” shooting will cease at 11:00 hours until 11:02. 

1.6 Restrictions on Shooting Taking Place 
Under no circumstance is shooting to take place: 

a. When there is standing water between the Firing Point and the target 

b. When clear visibility is restricted by adverse weather conditions or low light. 

c. On “C” Range when it is dark. 

Note – Club lighting is provided on “A” and “B” Ranges to facilitate shooting to take place 
within the permitted hours. 

No artificial temporary lighting or night sights can be used to increase target visibility for 
either of the circumstances listed above here in 1.6b and 1.6c. 

1.7 Restrictions on Ammunition/Firearms 
a. No ammunition/firearm that breaches the Range Safety Certificate shall be used on any of 

the Ranges.  

b. The use of Tracer/Incendiary, Armour Piercing and ammunition designed to give increased 
penetration against hard targets is prohibited. 

c. So called, High Muzzle Energy (HME) firearms such as.338 Lapua Magnum rifles or 
ammunition, or any ammunition with a muzzle energy of more than 3300 foot pounds (4474 
Joules) shall not be used on any part of Twyford Range. Downloading of so called HME 
ammunition and any ammunition that is commercially available with a muzzle energy of 
more than 3300 foot pounds is not permitted. 

d. Only ammunition provided by the Club shall be used in Club firearms. 

e. Ammunition manufactured/reloaded by a Member shall not be sold to another Member. 

Responsibility for compliance to Range Safety Certificate requirements is the responsibility of 
the individual Member and cannot be delegated. Members who load their own ammunition are 
advised to chronograph their loads to determine compliance to Range Safety Certificate 
requirements of the Range on which they intend to use that ammunition. 

1.8 Permitted Targets 
Only official Shooting Organisation and Club approved targets and fixed to target frames 
provided by the Club shall be used. 

The use of humanoid shaped targets, unless previously used by a recognised Shooting 
Organisation, is forbidden. 
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The use of targets that infringe copyright and any other ad hoc targets including cans, bottles, 
exploding discs, newsprint and photocopies etc is forbidden. 

1.9 Protection of Wildlife and Pets 
Shooting at/of any live animal anywhere within the Twyford Range Complex is strictly 
forbidden; unless necessary for the purpose of humane destruction of ground game due to 
disease or injury and authorised by a member of the Management Committee. 

No domestic animals/pets are allowed on the Ranges or in the Club house, except assistance 
dogs. However, dogs are allowed on the car park/access drive area provided they are under 
the supervision of the owner and controlled by being on a lead, with any mess to be cleaned 
up by the owner. 

1.10 Permitted Use of Ranges by Club Members and Visitors 
Refer to the Club Constitution for a description of the membership categories and the 
additional Safeguarding and Supervision Requirements for Junior Members and Young 
Persons. 

Probationary Members – are only permitted to attend allocated twice weekly Club Sessions 
and use “A” Range. 

During Club Sessions Probationary Members are permitted to use Club Firearms. Probationary 
Members who are Firearm Certificate holders may use their personal firearms during Club 
Sessions, subject to “A” Range Certification requirements. 

Probationary Members can be permitted to use “B” and “C” Ranges during open shoots and 
internal Club events and competitions organised and supervised by Club Members who are 
Club qualified RCOs. 

Probationary Members shall not invite Visitors to the range. 

On satisfactory completion of the applicable probationary period Probationary Members may 
apply to become a Full Member, or Junior Member if under the age of 18 years. 

Full Members – a Full Member who is a Club qualified RCO and Range key holder may use 
the ranges at any time within the Permitted Shooting Times (see 1.4).  

A Full Member who is not a Club qualified RCO may use the ranges at any time within 
Permitted Shooting Times but only under the constructive supervision of a Full Member who is 
a Club qualified RCO and Range key holder, who shall have overall control. 

A Full Member who is a Club qualified RCO but not a key holder may use the ranges at any 
time within Permitted Shooting Times but only when accompanied by a Full Member who is a 
Club qualified RCO and Range key holder. 

Only Full Members who are Club qualified as RCOs may hold keys to the Ranges. 

Junior Members – Junior Members shall always be accompanied by and under the 
constructive supervision of their Parent or Guardian when attending the Club. 

Junior Members are not eligible to become a Club qualified RCO and Range key holder until 
they become Full Members on reaching the age of 18 years. Consequently, Junior Members 
may use the ranges at any time within Permitted Shooting Times but shall always be 
accompanied by their Parent or Guardian and under the close personal supervision of a Full 
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Member who is a Club qualified RCO and Range key holder who shall have overall control. 
The Parent or Guardian and Full Member who is a Club qualified RCO and Range key holder 
can be the same person. 

Note – Close personal supervision means one to one supervision where the Full Member who 
is a Club qualified RCO is within touching distance of the person under supervision, so they 
can physically intervene should the need arise. 

In addition to using Club Firearms, Junior Members can also use the personal firearms and 
ammunition of the Parent or Guardian; subject to statutory limitations on the use of certain 
types of firearm; for example Long Barrelled Pistols (LBPs), Long Barrelled Revolvers (LBRs) 
and Section 1 Shotguns may not be loaned or borrowed; see Section 1.11.  

Junior Members who are Firearm Certificate holders can use their personal 
firearms/ammunition; subject to any conditions of their certificate and Club procedures for 
authorising the use of firearms.  

Junior Members are required to demonstrate competence in handling and use of any personal 
firearm and shall be subject to Club procedures for authorising the use of firearms.  

Junior Members can handle and shoot firearms they are not yet authorised to use subject to 
them following the same procedure that apply to Full Members; see Introduction – Safe Person 
and Section 1.11. 

The Club Identity Card of each Junior Member will display details of the respective type of 
firearm they are authorised to use on the Ranges. 

Junior Members shall not invite Visitors to the range. 

Visitors (excluding Contractors) – Visiting shooters who are Firearm Certificate holders 
wanting to use DRPC (1999) ranges, family members and guests wanting to shoot sub 12ft/lb 
air rifle and family members and guests observing and/or supporting a Member may use the 
Ranges as documented below. Safeguarding and Supervision Requirement for Junior 
Members and Young Persons shall apply to Visitors where applicable. Refer to the Club 
Constitution for information on visiting shooter fees and the number of times visiting shooters 
may attend in any one-year period. 

A Full Member who is a Club qualified RCO and Range key holder may invite a Visitor to use 
DRPC (1999) ranges as described below. The inviting Member shall always be responsible for 
the conduct of their visitor and shall ensure compliance with applicable statutory requirements 
including the Club rules and the requirements of this Range Safety Document. The inviting 
Member shall ensure that prior written consent from the Club Secretary is obtained as 
applicable.  

At all times the inviting Member shall undertake one to one supervision of visiting shooters and 
shall not shoot at the same time. The inviting Member shall inform the Club RCO that a visitor 
is attending. 

The Club RCO shall have overall authority for control of the Range. 

During Club Sessions Members will take precedence for use of the firing points. 

Probationary Members and Junior Members shall not invite Visitors to the Range. 



CHAPTER 1 – TWYFORD RANGES 

      
DRPC (1999) January 2020  Page 10 

Visiting Firearm Certificate (FAC) holders who are not Members may shoot their own 
firearm only, subject to having prior written consent from the Club Secretary. Any conditions 
imposed by their FAC or by the Club Secretary are to be complied with. 

Family members and guests wanting to shoot sub 12ft/lb air rifle – A Full Member who is 
a Club qualified RCO and key holder may invite family members and guests who are not FAC 
holders to use a sub 12ft/lb air weapon under their direct supervision. Prior written consent 
from the Club Secretary is required. 

Family members and guests observing and/or supporting a Member – A Full Member 
who is a Club qualified RCO and Range key holder may be accompanied by a family member 
or guest whose sole purpose in attending the range is to observe and/or support the Member; 
for example, during Lone Attendance, supporting a Member with a disability or to observe 
shooting sports. Prior written consent from the Club Secretary is not required. 

Unless authorised by virtue of being a FAC holder, a family member or guest observing and/or 
supporting a Member shall not handle or fire any firearm, shotgun or ammunition and shall be 
supervised when any shooting is taking place or firearms are present to prevent unauthorised 
access to any firearm, ammunition or shotgun. 

When firing is taking place, family members and guests observing and/or supporting a Member 
shall under normal circumstances remain within the club room or in the case of B-Range and 
C-Range shall remain at the back of the Range well behind the firing line. 

Adult family members and guests shall not: 

• Be present on any firing point unless supervised by a Club qualified RCO. 

• Be forward of any safety line/firing point during target changes or scoring unless supervised 
by a Club qualified RCO. 

Family members and guests under the age of eighteen shall not: 

• Be present on any firing point unless under close personal supervision by a parent or 
guardian who is a Club qualified RCO. 

• Be forward of any safety line/firing point during target changes or scoring unless under 
close personal supervision by a parent or guardian who is a Club qualified RCO. 

• Be left unattended at any time. 

Note – Close personal supervision means one to one supervision where the Full Member who 
is a Club qualified RCO is within touching distance of the person under supervision, so they 
can physically intervene should the need arise. 

Public Relation Events – Visiting Non-Firearms Certificate (FAC) Holders may only handle 
and shoot a firearm on an allocated Public Relations event, e.g. Club Friends and Family 
event, or other date notified to the Police by the Club Secretary. 

All non-firearms certificate holders who are eligible and intend to shoot must complete a 
Disclosure Notice, which is available from the Club Secretary.  

Arrangements for each Public Relation Event shall be determined by the event organiser in 
conjunction with the Club Safety Officer and Club Chief Range Officer. Arrangements shall 
include adequate provision for effective supervision of attendees. The event organiser shall be 
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responsible for recording and communicating arrangements prior to the event and taking 
appropriate action to ensure the effective implementation of arrangements. 

1.11 Permitted use of Personal Firearms by Club Members 

Personal Firearms 
The Club Identity Card which each Member must wear at the Club will display details of the 
respective types of firearm they are authorised to use on the Ranges. 

Members are responsible for initiating action to apply for evaluation and signed authorisation 
from the Management Committee to use personal firearms. 

A member of the Management Committee who is competent in the use of a certain type of 
firearm may evaluate the competence of a Member and authorise them to use such firearms 
by completing the Member’s Club Identity Card and then notifying the Membership Officer. 

For the purpose of gaining proficiency in the use of firearms a Member, including Junior 
Members, can handle and shoot firearms they are not yet authorised to use provided they are 
supervised by a Club qualified RCO who is already authorised to use such firearms, and who 
is in constructive attendance all times to provide coaching and supervision. 

Borrowing and Lending Firearms 
In addition to firearms held on their personal FAC, Members including Junior Members may 
use firearms belonging to the Club and listed on its FAC and may use firearms held on the 
FAC of another Member; subject to the competence requirements of Section 1.11 above. 
However, UK firearms legislation prohibits the use of long barrelled pistols, long barrelled 
revolvers and Section 1 Shotguns by any person other than the certificate holder; i.e. LBRs, 
LBPs and Section 1 Shotguns cannot be lent or borrowed. 

1.12 Range Certification and Approved Firing Positions 
Members shall always ensure that they comply with applicable Range Safety Certificate 
requirements. Members are encouraged to measure the muzzle velocity and muzzle energy of 
their ammunition and should not rely on ammunition manufacturer’s data or other published 
data, which is known to be dependent on variable such as barrel length and other factors. 

Members should consult with the Club Safety Officer if they have any uncertainty as to whether 
a firearm type, calibre, muzzle velocity or muzzle energy, firing posture or firing position is 
permitted; i.e. a firearm type, firing posture or firing position not already and explicitly referred 
to in this document or the relevant Club Range Safety Certificate. 

Range Safety Certificates are displayed within the Clubhouse. Notices showing permitted 
velocity, muzzle energy, calibres and shooting positions are displayed on each Range. 

Range Certification requirements and Club approved firing positions are as follows. 

“A” Range: 

Ammunition limits: Maximum velocity 2150 ft/sec 

Maximum muzzle energy 1500 ft lbs (2033 Joules) 

Permitted calibres: • Sub .22 inch rimfire 
Note – although it exceeds the velocity limit, .17HMR is permitted on 
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A-Range due to its very low muzzle energy. 
• .22 RF 
• Pistol calibre firearms (including .310 cadet rifle) 
• Black powder firearms (Certification is required for Muzzle 

Loaded Long Guns on “A” Range, contact the Club Safety 
Officer) 

• Air weapons 

Number of firing points: 16 

Approved firing distances: 25 metres to 10 metres echelon targets and 25 metres to 
7 metres walk-down targets. 

Firing shall normally take place from the covered 25 
metres firing point booths within “A” Range.  

Echelon targets – are permitted on “A” Range to 
facilitate shooting at distances less than 25 metres when 
firing from the 25 metres firing point booths. Echelon 
targets shall only be placed in the target frame positions 
provided by the Club and shall be no closer than 10 
metres from the firing point. When using echelon targets 
Members shall ensure they fix the target to the frame in 
such a position that the main point of impact in the stop-
butt is maintained as for the 1.5 metres height of the main 
(25 metres) target line. 

Walk-down – you may fire from a position forward of the 
25 metres firing point outside of club sessions but must 
remain standing to do so. For .22 RF, air weapons and 
pistol calibre firearms the minimum firing distance is 7 
metres. For other permitted calibres the minimum firing 
distance is 10 metres. 

Do not fire closer than the permitted minimum distance to 
the target to avoid “splash back” from the target and stop-
butt surface. 

You may walk-down if: 

a) You are alone on the range. 
b) Others present on the range are firing alongside you, 

for example as part of competition practice. 
c) And all firearms behind you are bagged and a Club 

qualified RCO is present to monitor other persons on 
or entering the 25 metres firing point. 

Approved firing postures: Standing, kneeling, sitting and prone** and supported on 
the bay counters when firing from the 25 metres point. 

Standing only when firing from forward of the 25 metre 
point. 
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** Pistols, e.g. Black powder pistols and revolvers, LBPs 
and LBRs shall not be fired from the prone position. 

“B” Range: 

Ammunition limits: Maximum velocity 4000 ft/sec. 

Maximum muzzle energy 3300 ft lbs (4474 Joules) 

Permitted calibres: • Sub .22 inch rimfire. 
• .22 RF. 
• Pistol calibre firearms. 
• Full bore centre fire rifles – No specific calibre 

limitations within permitted maximum velocity and 
maximum muzzle energy limits. 

• Black powder firearms. 
• 12 g Shot (pattern testing only) and solid slug. 
• Air weapons.  

Number of firing points: 5 

Note – the number of firing points is reduced to three 
(firing points 1, 3 and 5) when using shotguns. On the 
direction of the Club Safety Officer together with The 
Match Director this may be increased to 5 during 
competitions. 

Approved firing distances: 50 metres to 10 metres (or 7 metres for .22 RF and pistol 
calibre firearms) 

Echelon targets – are NOT permitted on “B” Range 

Walk-down – you may fire from a position forward of the 
50 metres firing point using any of the approved firing 
postures. The minimum firing distance for .22 RF, air 
weapons and pistol calibre firearms is 7 metres. For other 
permitted calibres the minimum firing distance is 10 
metres.  

You may walk-down if: 
a) You are alone on the range. 
b) Others present on the range are firing alongside you, 

for example as part of competition practice. 
c) And all firearms behind you are bagged and a Club 

qualified RCO is present to monitor other persons on 
or entering the 50 metres firing point. 

Hard targets (Club Competitions and Events only), - 
minimum 10 metres firing distance,.22RF and pistol 
calibre firearms only. 

Firing postures: Standing, kneeling, sitting and prone from 50 metres to 
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10 metres (or 7 metres for .22 RF and pistol calibre 
firearms) 

Prone** and Bench rested at 50 metres and 25 metres. 

** Pistols, e.g. Black powder pistols and revolvers, LBPs 
and LBRs shall not be fired from the prone position. 

“C” Range: 

Ammunition limits: Maximum velocity 4000 ft/sec 

Maximum muzzle energy 3300 ft lbs (4474 Joules). 

Permitted calibres: • Sub .22 inch rimfire. 
• .22 RF. 
• Pistol calibre firearms. 
• Full bore centre fire rifles – No specific calibre 

limitations within permitted maximum velocity and 
maximum muzzle energy limits. 

• Black powder firearms. 
• Air weapons may be fired from 50 metres to 7 metres. 

Note: Management Committee ruling that Shotgun 
(shot and solid slug) shall not be permitted on “C” 
Range 

Number of firing points: • 8 at 171 metres (the 200 point); Targets 6 to 13. 
• 12 at 100 metres; Targets 4 to 15. 
• 16 at 75 metres; Targets 3 to 16. 
• 18 at 50 metres to 7 metres; Targets 1 to 18 

Approved firing distances: • 171 metres (the 200 point) 
• 100 metres (berm) 
• 75 metres (berm) 
• 50 metres to 7 metres 

Pistols** – 50 metres to 7 metres. 

Echelon targets – are NOT permitted on “C” Range 

Walk-down – you may fire from a position forward of the 
50 metres firing point using any of the approved firing 
postures. The minimum firing distance for .22 RF, air 
weapons and pistol calibre firearms is 7 metres. For other 
permitted calibres the minimum firing distance is 10 
metres. 

You may walk-down if: 
a) You are alone on the range. 
b) Others present on the range are firing alongside you, 

for example as part of competition practice. 
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c) And all firearms behind you are bagged and a Club 
qualified RCO is present to monitor other persons on 
or entering the 50 metres firing point. 

Firing postures: Prone and bench rested at 171 metres, 100 metres and 
75 metres 

Standing, kneeling, sitting and prone from: -100 and 75 if 
Certified by the club Chief Range Officer; otherwise: only 
from 50 to 7 metres. 

Prone and bench rested at 50 metres and 25 metres. 

** Pistols, e.g. Black powder pistols and revolvers, LBPs 
and LBRs shall not be fired from the prone position. 
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2.1 Responsibilities 
DRPC (1999) is a Home Office Approved Target Shooting Club and is the Range Operator for 
the Twyford Range Complex.  

DRPC (1999) is affiliated to the UK National Rifle Association (UK NRA), the UK 
National Small Bore Rifle Association (UK NSRA) and the Muzzle Loaders Association 
of Great Britain (MLAGB) and through these affiliations maintains the knowledge and 
competencies needed to operate the Ranges and maintain Home Office Approval. 

DRPC (1999) through the collective responsibility of the elected Management 
Committee is responsible for ensuring that ranges within Twyford Range Complex are 
constructed and maintained safely and kept fit for purpose and that conditions laid down 
by the Range Certification documents are followed.  

Members of the Management Committee shall ensure they are aware of firearms laws 
relevant to the membership of the Club and use all practical means to ensure that all 
Members remain of good character in respect of their general behaviour and handling 
and storage of firearms and ammunition. 

The elected Club Management Committee is responsible for: 

• Maintaining and implementing the Club’s Health & Safety Plan (Appendix 1). 

• Ensuring that the Club has adequate financial arrangements in place to meet any 
injury or damage claim; e.g. affecting appropriate insurance cover. 

• Maintaining Range Safety Certification through appropriately qualified third parties. 

• Communicating range safety requirements and procedures to Members and Visitors. 
Monitoring and reporting on their implementation and effectiveness at monthly 
Management Committee Meetings. 

Club Members are responsible for: 

• Maintaining awareness and understanding of Club Policies and Procedures. 

• Complying with DRPC (1999) Range Safety Procedures, Range Safety Notices and 
any other instructions issued from time to time by the Management Committee and 
ensuring so far as is reasonably practicable that other Members and Visitors comply 
with these requirements. 

• Taking appropriate actions to ensure their personal safety and the safety of others 
who may be affected by activities at the Range. 

• Reporting incidents and opportunities for improvement to the Management 
Committee. 

• Informing the Management Committee of questions or suggestions which will further 
the aims of DRPC (1999) in promoting safe shooting or increase safe operating of 
the Club and the environment. 

The Club has appointed a Club Safety Officer who is a member of the Management 
Committee. The Club Safety Officer acts is a focal point for all safety related matters 
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and is the first point of contact for Members wanting to raise safety issues and 
procedures. safetyofficer@drpc1999.club 

2.2 Risk Assessments 
The Club Safety Officer has responsibility and authority for organising and carrying out 
periodic risk assessments of the Twyford Range complex and shooting activities. Risk 
assessments shall be carried out at least twice in each calendar year. These risk 
assessments shall be timed to take account of varying environmental conditions; e.g. 
summer and winter conditions. 

The Safety Officer shall assemble a team from the Membership to carryout risk 
assessments and direct the activities of the team to reach a consensus opinion on the 
hazards and risks identified and the effectiveness of control measures in place. External 
Consultants may be appointed to assist the Club meet its obligations.  

Records of risk assessments, findings and recommended actions to eliminate, reduce 
or mitigate risks shall be reported to the Management Committee and maintained by the 
Club Safety Officer. Decisions on recommendations to eliminate, reduce or mitigate 
risks are the collective responsibility of the Management Committee acting under 
guidance and support of the Club Safety Officer and External Consultants as applicable. 
Records of recommendations, proposals and decisions taken shall be maintained by the 
Club Secretary in minutes of Committee Meetings. 

2.3 Range Inspection and Maintenance 
The Club Safety Officer, under guidance and support from the elected Committee, plans 
and implements a programme of regular inspections of the ranges to ensure shooting 
activities are as far as reasonably practicable safe and fit for purpose. As part of these 
inspections the bullet catching sand is probed to assess its condition and test for any 
build up of lead. Findings are used to determine the need for de-leading; both locally 
and of the whole stop-butt.  

Records of range inspections, findings, actions taken, and recommendations are 
maintained and reported to the Committee by the Safety Officer. Planned and remedial 
maintenance is carried out as necessary. 

The Club Safety Officer is accountable for maintaining a Range Log in which a record of 
range inspections, findings and planned and remedial maintenance activities carried out 
is documented.

mailto:safetyofficer@drpc1999.club
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3.1 RCO Training and Qualification 
To become qualified as a Range Conducting Officer (RCO) Members are required to 
satisfactorily complete the DRPC (1999) RCO Training course. The Management 
Committee may recall Members to a new training scheme if they consider that the 
previous course needs updating through new legislation or new Best Practice methods. 

All Full Members over the age of 18 years are required to train and qualify as a DRPC 
(1999) Range Conducting Officer. Training and qualification as a DRPC (1999) RCO 
are a precondition of being issued with a set of Range keys to the Range complex. 

Junior Members may attend the DRPC (1999) RCO Training course to develop their 
knowledge and skills but to qualify as an RCO will normally be required to repeat the 
training on reaching the age of 18. 

3.2 Designating the Range Conducting Officer (RCO) 
Shooting on any range within the Twyford Range complex shall only take place under 
the control of a Club qualified Range Conducting Officer (RCO). At all times a Club 
qualified RCO shall be present on each range where firearms are present or being 
used. 

Having a competent person take on the role of RCO cannot be left to chance. For this 
reason, the designated RCO shall be as follows: 

• “A” Range Club sessions – On ‘A’ Range during club sessions there will normally 
be two duty Club qualified RCOs, named on the RO diary chart. Neither RCO shall 
shoot whilst carrying out this role, except in exceptional circumstances where at their 
discretion their duties require them to do so. Both RCOs shall wear an RCO red 
coloured tabard provided by the Club so they can easily be identified. 

• “A” Range outside of club sessions – the RCO will be the shooter nearest to the 
main entrance door. The RCO may shoot but remains responsible for controlling the 
safe use of the range including checking firearms and issuing Range Commands. If 
another shooter arrives and takes up a position nearer the door then he becomes 
the RCO. Outside of Club sessions the RCO is not required to wear one of the RCO 
tabards provided by the Club but may do so if they wish. See also “Handover to 
another RCO” below. 

• “B” Range, at any time – the RCO is the shooter nearest to the side entrance to 
the Range. The RCO may shoot but remains responsible for controlling the safe use 
of the range including checking firearms and issuing Range commands. 

• “C” Range, at any time – the RCO will be the person in possession of the Yellow 
Key which controls the lock on the gate onto ‘C’ Range at the 50 metre point. The 
RCO may shoot but remains responsible for controlling the safe use of the range 
including checking firearms and issuing Range commands. 

• Handover to another RCO – whenever there is to be a change in the designated 
RCO, for example when a club session comes to an end and RCO qualified 
members wish to carry on shooting on A-Range, then the RCO must “formally” hand 
over his duties to another Club qualified RCO. In the case of A-Range and B-Range 



CHAPTER 3 – RANGE CONDUCTING OFFICERS 

      
DRPC (1999) January 2020  Page 19 

this will be to the person in the default firing position. In the case of C-Range the 
leaving RCO shall hand over the Yellow Key and RCO responsibilities to a volunteer 
or in the absence of a volunteer to the person on the furthest left firing point. 

3.3 RCO Role, Responsibilities and Authority 

General 
The principal and overriding responsibility of the RCO is to run a safe range. 

The role of the RCO is to manage Range Conduct and control Range Safety, directing 
and guiding shooters in accordance with Club procedures and rules and regulatory 
requirements as applicable.  

The RCO is responsible for: 

• Opening and securely closing the range, as applicable. 

• Ensuring the facility and range to be used is safe and fit for purpose before firing 
commences (see 4.3 Range Inspection). 

• Monitoring and if necessary enforcing compliance of shooters with Range Safety 
Procedures. 

• Coordinating and controlling the activities of shooters including giving Range 
Commands. 

• Taking charge of any emergency that arises on the range they are controlling. 

• Recording and reporting any incident(s) and near miss incidents. 

Refer to Chapter 4 – Range Conduct and Chapter 5 – Firearms Safety Procedures. 

The RCO has overall control of the Range and the authority to take any action they 
deem appropriate to ensure the safety of those using the Range and others who may be 
affected by range activities. The RCO can if necessary, suspend or stop all shooting 
and direct a Member, Visiting Shooter or other visitor to leave the range without 
explanation, if it is believed, for example, that their behaviour is unsafe or disruptive. 
This authority is not limited to just the firing point when shooting is taking place but 
extends to the entire proceedings when Members or Visitors are present and to the 
whole of the Twyford Range complex; e.g. the Club House and car park. 

If the RCO conducts an on-range investigation there can be no firing on that range until 
the RCO is ready to re-establish control as RCO or has handed over to another Club 
qualified RCO. 

Dealing with Breaches of Safety 
Breaches of safety are seldom the result of deliberate intent but are generally the result 
of thoughtlessness or momentary loss of concentration. 

In the event of a breach of safety rules, or other behaviour likely in the opinion of the 
RCO to cause a dangerous situation, the RCO’s initial action must be to make the 
situation safe. This is likely to entail a temporary cessation of firing or other immediate 
and appropriate intervention by the RCO. 
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The RCO should then investigate the circumstances and, if he considers the offender to 
be in the wrong, decide on an appropriate sanction. As to what constitutes a 
sanctionable offence is a matter for the RCO’s judgement. 

If necessary, the RCO should note the time of the incident, witnesses present and take 
relevant pictures of the scene. 

In the case of near incidents/minor breaches of safety rules, for example a shooter 
going to handle a firearm whilst others are forward of the firing line but being stopped 
from doing so by the RCO, the RCO shall take whatever action is appropriate at the 
time having regard to the seriousness of the matter. In the case of Probationary 
Members, the RCO shall always record details of any breach of safety rules on the 
member’s log sheet. 

When the situation is made safe shooting may be allowed to continue if appropriate. 

Applying Sanctions 
There will be occasions when an RCO must apply sanctions to enforce discipline and 
safe behaviour. 

Available sanctions vary from a verbal reprimand to immediate dismissal from the 
Range. RCOs shall apply sanctions in a timely and appropriate manner, using safety as 
the absolute criteria. RCOs are expected to apply sound judgement to the sanction and 
its implementation; to neither under react nor over react and to communicate the 
seriousness of an offence without bias and in a factual and appropriate manner. 

Any offence in which a Member or Visiting Shooter is found to be using an unsafe 
firearm or ammunition, or a firearm or ammunition that breaches Range Certification 
shall be dealt with by dismissal from the Range. 

Where a sanction entails dismissal from the Range the RCO shall contact the Club 
Secretary at the earliest opportunity and provide the Secretary with a written report of 
events, normally within twenty-four hours of the event occurring. 

3.4 Club Sessions – RCO Responsibilities 
During Club Sessions the duty RCOs have responsibility for “A” Range only. 

Normally during Club Sessions there will be two duty RCOs who may co-opt additional 
help from other Members as and when necessary. Normally one RCO oversees 
checking and clearing firearms and issuing Range commands. The second RCO mainly 
supervises the administration of club firearms, ammunition and target sales. Both RCOs 
should actively monitor what is going on and patrol the firing line. Both RCOs should be 
especially vigilant during target changes when people are forward of the firing point. 

In addition to the General RCO responsibilities set out above, during Club Sessions 
duty RCOs have the following additional responsibilities: 

• Monitoring, coaching and reporting the performance of Probationary Members. It is 
especially important that any instance where a Probationary Member breaches a 
safety requirement is recorded accurately and without bias on their Probationary 
Log. An example of this would be “Needed to remind xyz to control muzzle elevation 
– all OK after reminder”. See also Section 5.6. 
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• Collecting, recording and depositing Probationary Member Range fees. 

• Hiring Club firearms to authorised Members and providing Club ammunition, which 
involves recording the hire of Club firearms and ammunition provided, ensuring all 
Club firearms are returned after use and are complete and undamaged. Any faults or 
damage to be recorded and reported to the Club Armourer. 

• Selling targets and ensuring the security of the target cupboard contents. 

• Using the Club Forms provided, completing accurate records of targets and 
ammunition sold and money collected and deposited. 

• Ensuring so far as is reasonably practicable that Club provided ammunition is used 
during the session and is not taken off the Club premises at the end of the Club 
Session. 

At the end of the Club Session, unless handing over control of “A” Range to another Full 
Member who is a Club qualified RCO and key holder, the duty RCOs are responsible for 
securely closing “A” Range; i.e. recovering the red “range in use” flag, lowering and 
locking all shutters, closing all internal doors, turning off all electrical appliances 
including wall heaters in the Range and Club Room, turning off the water supply, sited 
under the kitchen cupboard, in winter, setting the alarm system and dead locking “A” 
Range entry/exit door. 

Duty RCOs are also responsible for handing over control of the entire range complex to 
a Full Member who is a Club qualified RCO and Range key holder. Otherwise Duty 
RCOs are responsible for all aspects of securely closing the Range Complex before 
leaving the site. See Section 4.7 Closing the Range. 

3.5 Dealing with Incidents 

General 
RCOs need to differentiate between Breaches of Safety and Incidents. An incident is 
best described as an unplanned or undesired event that disturbs normal operations or is 
outside normal procedures.   Examples of an incident are, an intruder on the Range or 
other suspicious activity, a fire or medical emergency, a slip/trip or fall, a complaint from 
a neighbour or member of the public. Incidents are not always serious in their effects; as 
is the case with near miss incidents (events that could have had serious consequences, 
but in the end all serious damage or harm was avoided). For example, a report of 
ricochets falling outside of the curtilage of the Range but causing no harm would be a 
near miss incident needing immediate action. 

An incident can occur at anytime and anywhere within the Twyford Range Complex, not 
necessarily on a firing point and in the immediate presence of an RCO. 

Once aware that an incident has occurred or is occurring, the RCO is responsible for 
taking charge. The RCO’s initial action must be to make the situation safe. However, 
RCOs should always be mindful that others present may be more competent to deal 
with the situation and provide necessary interventions, for example providing first aid. 
Depending upon the circumstances RCOs should act to ensure the safety of persons by 
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summoning assistance, including ambulance, fire service and/or police as appropriate, 
and directing shooters. 

In any incident involving injury or damage the following action should be taken: 

• Stop firing, secure the Range and touch nothing unless this is essential for safety or 
medical reasons 

• Do only what is necessary to make the situation safe. 

• Arrange for first aid and call for medical assistance if necessary. 

• Carry out a preliminary investigation, preserve the scene intact and record all the 
circumstances. Take photographic evidence as appropriate. Note the time of the 
incident and names of the persons present. 

• Notify a Club official at the very earliest opportunity. 

Note – There will always be an investigation and possible police involvement in any 
incident that involves injury caused by a firearm. 

Medical, Hospital Procedures 
Dependant on severity of the injury, try to assess the type of medical emergency or 
other specific need of the individual: 

• The East Midlands Ambulance Service to be notified as a matter of urgency (999 to 
be used). 

• Trauma Kit, Defibrillator, First Aid box to be used when required for medical 
treatment. 
Note – Trauma Kits are available on all Ranges. Use the blue Range key issued to 
all Range key holders to open the Trauma Kit boxes. A blue key to open the Trauma 
Kit boxes is also attached to “A” Range and “B” Range red warning flags and to the 
yellow key used to lock and unlock “C” Range. 

• The person(s) concerned to be taken to the Accident and Emergency Department at 
the Royal Derby Hospital, Uttoxeter New Road, Derby. DE22 3NE. Tel: (01332) 
340131. 

The Club phone number, in the Lounge on “A” Range is (01283) 703219 

The Club address is Twyford Range, Stenson Lane, Twyford DE73 7GA. Stenson Lane 
is off the A5132 between Willington and Barrow on Trent in Derbyshire. 

What3Words® for 999 Services: Club Main Gate- the three Words are: - 
floating.pesky.treat, For C Range  the three Words are:- hardening.enhancement.beast 

If possible, send someone to the Main Gate to direct the Emergency Services. 

Lone Attendance 
Lone Attendance at the Range can present additional considerations for preventing and 
dealing with incidents – RCOs should maintain familiarity with the Club Lone 
Attendance Policy and Procedures document. 

Recording and Reporting Incidents 
The purpose of recording and reporting incidents, including near miss incidents, is to 
prevent recurrence and identify opportunities to reduce risks. For example, a slip, trip or 
fall could be indicative of inadequate maintenance. 
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Incident Report forms are available within the Club Room and may be completed by any 
Member or Visitor to record and report any matter they consider to be an Incident. 

RCOs should always complete an Incident Report form to record details of any incident 
they were involved with or witnessed or heard about in any way. 

Completed Incident Report forms should be sent to the Club Secretary at the earliest 
opportunity, normally within twenty-four hours of the incident occurring.  
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4.1 Range Attendance 

Preparation 
Members should make appropriate preparations before attending the Club. 

• Member Identification Cards to be worn and be visible always. 

• Member to be in possession of ear and eye protection. 

• Member to be in possession of recognised commercially produced breech flag(s). 

Members attending the Range outside of Club Sessions to be: 

• Familiar with and follow the DRPC (1999) Lone Attendance Policy and Procedures. 

• In possession a charged mobile phone that has an adequate signal. 

• In possession of Range keys or have arranged to be accompanied by a Member 
who has Range keys. 

Opening the Range Complex 
Members attending the Range at times other than during Club Sessions may need to 
open the Range complex. 

When entering the site, close but do not lock the main gate. Raise the red “Range in 
use” flags at the entrance and overspill carpark area – see section 4.2 Range Flags. 

Open the Twyford Range barrier and secure it again with the padlock in the Open 
position. Alternatively, when attending the Range alone the barrier may be latched 
closed but not locked. (Deterring unwanted visitors but allowing emergency help to 
enter). The barrier should never be left in a manner where it can swing free. 

Enter “A” Range through the side firing door, which should be found dead locked unless 
other Members are already on site. 

Disarm the alarm using by the key pad to enter the code. 

The door to “A” Range should be kept closed in normal circumstances. 

Signing the Attendance Register(s) 
On each visit to the Range Complex an entry must be made in the Range Attendance 
Register, which is kept within “A” Range. This requirement is for Club management and 
insurance purposes and applies to all visits irrespective of whether shooting is to take 
place. 

Visitors, including Contractors, Family Members and Guests and persons attending 
Public Relations events shall similarly enter their details and the purpose of their visit in 
the Range Attendance Register. 

Members should also complete their Personal Firearms Usage Log to document use of 
firearms held on a Firearms Certificate.  

Note – the Personal Firearms Usage Log is used by the Club Secretary to notify 
Firearms Licensing of the frequency of attendance and firearms usage and no other 
record will be used for this purpose. 

4.2 Range Flags 
RCOs are responsible for ensuring Range Flags are displayed and later removed when 
closing the range. 
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Twyford Range Complex 
Whenever live firing is to take/is taking place, the red “Range in use” flags at the 
entrance and overspill car park area shall be flown. This is a requirement of the Club’s 
Range Certification and always applies; i.e. 24 hours each day.  

These “Range in use” flags indicate to Members, other users of the Twyford complex 
and members of the public, that firearms are on site and in use. For this reason, 
Members should be appropriately vigilant to persons entering the Range complex. 

In addition to the two range in use flags referred to above range specific flags shall be 
displayed as explained below. 

“A” Range 
A red warning hand flag shall be placed in the socket on the “A” Range access gate, 
adjacent to the entrance door, before any firearm is taken onto the firing point and 
unbagged. The flag shall always be displayed when firearms are in use on “A” Range 
and removed when closing “A” Range. 

“B” Range 
A red warning flag shall be flown from the flag holder on corner post of “B” Range” 
before any firearm is taken onto the firing point and unbagged. The flag shall always be 
displayed when firearms are in use on “B” Range and removed when closing “B” Range. 

“C” Range 
When using “C” Range the RCO must always be in constructive possession of the 
yellow key used to lock and unlock the tunnel gate. In addition to being responsible for 
ensuring Range Flags are correctly displayed the RCO is responsible for correctly 
securing the tunnel gate and hanging on the outside of the tunnel gate the appropriate 
yellow sign showing the distance of the firing point being used. 

A red warning flag shall be flown from the top of the flagpole adjacent to the tunnel gate 
before any firearm is taken onto “C” Range. Dependent upon which firing point is to be 
used, additional red warning flags shall be displayed as described below.  

When firing is to take place from the 50m firing point, or forward of this point, the 
tunnel gate shall be locked open and only the red warning flag flown from the flagpole is 
required. 

When firing is to take place from the 75m or 100m firing point the RCO shall ensure 
the tunnel gate is closed and locked. The RCO shall ensure that the two red warning 
hand flags are placed in the sockets by the access gates behind the firing point. 

When firing is to take place from the 200 (171m) firing point the RCO shall ensure two 
additional red warning hand flags are placed in the sockets at the firing point and the 
100m point access gates are closed and locked. 

4.3 Range Inspection 
The RCO is responsible for ensuring the facility and range to be used is safe and fit for 
purpose before firing commences. 

Should any contractor/club members be on the complex carrying out repair or 
maintenance work etc upon your arrival, full consultation must take place with them to 
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ensure their total safety. Any shooting must therefore link into their schedule and 
members must be prepared not to shoot if circumstances dictate. 

The RCO shall carryout a visual inspection of the range to be used. This is to confirm 
the range is free from any unauthorised person(s), free of any hazard or obstacle such 
as maintenance equipment, free of any obvious safety defect such as exposed metal 
work or other ricochet inducing surfaces between the firing point and the stop butt, 
range access points and gates are secure and the bullet catching sand is not 
pocketed/eroded or washed away by rain and is free of ricochet hazards. The range 
inspection shall also take account of prevailing weather conditions – see section 1.6 
Restrictions on Shooting Taking Place. Where a defect is found remedial action shall be 
taken before firing commences; otherwise shooting shall be suspended by the RCO 
until the issue has been addressed. 

Members must also be alert to any changes in the safe operation of the range during 
their visit and report any changes to the RCO.   

Details of any safety defect together with details of any action taken is to be recorded in 
the Range Attendance Register by the RCO before leaving site and brought to the 
attention of a member of the Management Committee at the earliest opportunity. 

4.4 Eye and Ear Protection 
Members are responsible for providing and maintaining eye and ear protection, e.g. 
shatter proof wrap around glasses and ear muffs. A Member who invites a Visitor to the 
Range complex shall ensure their visitor has, and uses, eye and ear protection. 

The Club makes available a limited quantity of eye and ear protection equipment, which 
is primarily for the use of Visitors attending Public Relation Events. However, club 
provided eye and ear protection may be used by Members and Visitors on an 
occasional basis. 

The use of eye and ear protection is mandatory for all persons in the immediate vicinity of the 
firing points of “A” and “B” Range firing points. On “A” Range the immediate vicinity of the firing 
point includes the area to the rear of the safety line. On “B” Range the immediate vicinity of the 
50 metres firing point includes the area to the rear of the firing line that is inside the perimeter 
fence. 

Ear protection is mandatory for all persons in the immediate vicinity of the firing points on “C” 
Range. At the 200 firing point ear protection shall be worn by all persons present anywhere on 
the covered platform.  

When on “C” Range the wearing of eye protection becomes optional. This is primarily to 
facilitate the unobstructed use of telescopic sights on centrefire rifles. However, it is strongly 
recommended that eye protection is always worn. The use of eye protection on “C” Range may 
be mandated by the RCO when in their opinion the type of firearm being used presents an 
avoidable risk of eye injury to the user or other persons in the vicinity. See Note below. 

During Open Competitions, at the discretion of the Management Committee and Match 
Director; eye and ear protection is mandated on all Ranges on the complex. 

Note – RCOs need to be aware of the hazards and risk of eye injury associated with spent 
cases being ejected from .22RF semi-automatic rifles/pistols and lever action rifles. Also, the 
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hazards and risk of eye injury associated with debris and sparks from muzzle loading rifles and 
pistols and front-loading revolvers using black powder/Pyrodex. The use of eye protection by 
persons using these types of firearm and by persons on adjacent firing points should be 
mandated by the RCO whenever these firearm are used on “C” Range. 

4.5 Access to the Firing Point – Range Procedures 

General 
Spectators are not allowed on the firing point. This is to ensure spectators do not interfere with 
the safe running of the range, for example by being a distraction to the RCO or shooters.  

On “A” Range spectators should normally remain within the Club Room and observe from 
behind the viewing windows. On “B” and “C” Ranges spectators should normally remain to the 
rear of the firing points away from shooters and their firearms. 

There can be occasions when it is acceptable for a spectator to be present on or near the firing 
points – see Section 1.10 Family members and guests observing and/or supporting a Member.  

• Note – The RCO oversees all persons on the range, including spectators. 

A trolley may be used to transport equipment to the firing point. In the case of “A” Range and 
“B” Range any trolley used to take equipment to the firing point should be returned to the 
user’s vehicle immediately it has been unloaded. In the case “C” Range any trolley should be 
placed well to the rear of the firing point once unloaded. Unless specifically authorised no 
trolley of any description is allowed in the Club Room. 

The use of mobile phones on any of the firing points is prohibited when shooting is taking 
place. Should a call need to be made/answered any firearm must be unloaded and made safe, 
breech flag to be inserted as appropriate before leaving the firing point. 

No smoking/use of alternative devices is permitted on any of the firing points or anywhere in 
the club house. Eating and drinking on the firing points is discouraged because of possible 
ingestion of lead from the firer’s hands. Wash your hands before eating in the lounge. 

Setting up on the Firing Point 
No shooter may move themselves or their equipment forward onto the firing point until the 
RCO has given permission to do so.  

Members and Visitors who arrive when others are already on the firing point should first make 
themselves known to the RCO and get the RCO’s permission to set up before moving 
themselves or their equipment forward onto the firing point. Under no circumstance should a 
Member or Visitor unbag/uncase a firearm behind the firing point. 

On “A” Range black powder/Pyrodex shooting is permitted only on alternative firing points 
equipped with two shelves.  

When shooting on “C” Range from the 100 metres berm it is of vital importance that all 
shooters are in line with each other between the “white posts” which denotes the correct 
distance.  

Anyone utilising the bench, on any range, shall ensure they also form part of the firing line. 
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Club Sessions 
During Club Sessions “A” Range may become very busy with more persons wanting to shoot 
than there are firing points available. When all firing points are in use any person waiting to 
shoot should make themselves known to the RCO and wait in the Club Room until a firing 
point becomes available. 

Firearms and equipment should not be left unattended on the firing point; except when the 
firearm has been made safe and permission to leave the firearm has been obtained from the 
RCO. During Club Sessions firing points should be cleared as soon as possible so anyone 
waiting has opportunity to shoot. 

On “A” Range during Club Sessions Firing Point No’ 1 will be the sole means of going forward 
to position and recover target frames or replace targets. 

Loading and Firing 
No firearm may be loaded until the RCO on the firing point has given their permission to do so. 
See 4.6 Range Safety Commands. Magazines and speedloaders may be pre-charged but 
must not be inserted in the firearm until the command to do so has been given by the RCO. 

Leaving the Firing Point 
It is the shooter’s duty to ensure that their firearm has been inspected and cleared by an RCO 
before casing/bagging that firearm and leaving the firing point. The shooter should ensure that 
all their equipment is removed from the firing point promptly. It is the responsibility of each 
shooter when leaving the firing point to: 
• Clean up and dispose of their empty cases and other rubbish in the bins provided. 
• Recover their target frame, remove shot targets from the frame and dispose of these in the 

bins provided and return target frames to the storage area. 
• Refill splash hole in the sand back stop. 

4.6 Range Safety Commands 

Responsibilities 
The principal and overriding responsibility of the RCO is to run a safe range. The role of the 
RCO is to manage Range Conduct and control Range Safety; this includes giving Range 
Commands. 

RCOs shall give Range Commands clearly and shall ensure commands are audible to all 
persons on the firing point, including any person who is hearing impaired. RCOs are 
encouraged to always use the public address equipment provided on “A” Range during Club 
Sessions. 

The RCO must be satisfied that the range is clear and safe before allowing anyone to advance 
in front of the firing point. Before anyone advances in front of the firing point the RCO shall 
personally inspect any firearm on the firing point and check it is clear and that any magazines 
on the firing point are empty. See 5.5 Clearing Firearms and Proving Safe. Before advancing 
the RCO shall ensure that firearms, once cleared, are either cased or left isolated on the firing 
point and that no one is permitted to approach or touch them. 

It is the responsibility of all people on the Range to cooperate with the RCO to enable shooting 
to take place safely; this includes taking responsibility for ensuring that range commands are 
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heard. Any person experiencing problems hearing range commands to inform the RCO so that 
they may take this into account and run the range accordingly. 

It is the responsibility of each person using a firearm to present it for inspection by the RCO in 
a safe state; breech flag inserted as appropriate. 

Range Commands 
RCOs are to use the following commands. 

• “Has Everyone Finished?” 
Use to confirm shooters have finished and are ready go forward of the firing point. 

• “Unload, Show Clear and Stand Back Behind the Safety Line.” 
Instructs shooters to clear firearms/magazines and make them ready for inspection, breech 
flags to be inserted as appropriate. Shooters to stand back behind the safety line and wait 
for the RCO to complete their inspection. 

RCO to inspect each firearm and with the assistance of the shooter as necessary prove 
and verbally confirm it is clear (See 5.5 Clearing Firearms and Proving Safe). Firearms 
should be kept horizontal and pointing towards the target/sand directly in front along the 
firing lane while they are being inspected. Firearms may be cased/bagged at this time 
under the supervision of the RCO or left isolated on the firing point. 

No firearm/magazine is to be handled until the Commence Firing command has been 
given. 

No person is to approach the firing point, cross the safety line, until the Commence Firing 
command has eventually been given. 

• “The Firing Point is Clear, Go Forward, Change Targets.” 
Instructs people that the range is clear and safe for people to advance in front of the firing 
point and set up/change/retrieve targets. 

RCO to monitor people going forward and returning to the firing point whilst making sure no 
person on the range attempts to cross the safety line or approach the firing point from any 
direction or handle a firearm or magazine.  

• “Is Everyone Back?” 
Use to confirm that all persons going forward have returned to the firing point. Having 
monitored people going forward and returning shout the command into the range and 
pauses to allow anyone forward to respond. When satisfied that all persons going forward 
have returned to the firing point give the following command. 

• “The Range is Clear, Commence Firing.” 
Instructs shooters that firearms/magazines can be handled on the firing point and firing can 
commence. 

Emergency Stop Firing 
The command “Stop – Stop – Stop” is used in any emergency where immediate action must 
be taken to stop any further shooting. For example, a person, animal or object appears 
between the shooters and the targets. 

Upon hearing “Stop – Stop – Stop” shooters should immediately stop whatever they are doing, 
freeze their position, take their finger off the trigger and await instructions from the RCO. Make 
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no attempt to unload, apply safety catch or bench firearms until instructed to do so by the 
RCO. 

In an emergency anyone can issue the “Stop – Stop – Stop” command. It should be used by 
anyone who detects an emergency, don’t wait for the range officer’s intervention—call out 
“Stop – Stop – Stop” immediately. 

If you are the RCO and another person calls “Stop – Stop – Stop” you need to take charge of 
the situation; determine the nature of the emergency and then issue instructions accordingly. 

It is not possible to be categorical on the instruction to be given after the “Stop – Stop – Stop” 
command because the circumstances of the incident will determine the appropriate instruction. 

Note – The quickest way to make the firing point safe is to separate shooters from their 
firearms. So, the next command could be “Bench your firearms and stand back behind the 
safety line”. Unloading and clearing firearms may cause an unacceptable delay. There is also 
the potential safety hazard of a shooter mishandling their firearm under stress. Deal with the 
emergency first, and when time permits, order the firearms to be unloaded.  

Moving a Debagged/uncased Firearm 
Moving a debagged/uncased firearm within the firing point should be avoided whenever 
possible. If for any reason it proves necessary to move a debagged/uncased firearm within the 
firing point area this shall be done under the control and supervision of the RCO who shall use 
the command “Gun Moving Down Range”. All such debagged/uncased firearms must be 
proven clear and carried vertical by the barrel with the muzzle uppermost. 

4.7 Closing the Range 
When shooting has finished the RCO is to ensure that the range is cleared of firearms, 
ammunition and other equipment. Target frames and range flags are taken down and returned 
to their appropriate storage area. 

Before leaving the complex members and visitors should sign out by entering their departure 
time in the Range Attendance Register. In an emergency the Range Attendance Register can 
be used to determine who is on site, so not signing out could lead to unnecessary risk being 
taken trying to locate a person thought to be on site. 

Before leaving the complex, any Member using the range outside of Club Sessions is 
responsible for handing over control of the entire range complex to another Full Member who 
is a DRPC (1999) qualified RCO and key holder. Otherwise they are responsible for all aspects 
of securely closing the Range Complex before leaving the site; i.e.: 

• Recovering all range flags 

• Lowering and padlocking all shutters 

• Closing all internal doors, turning off all electrical appliances including wall heaters in the 
Range and Club Room 

• Turning off the water supply in winter in the Club kitchen. 

• Setting the alarm system and dead locking A-Range entry/exit door. 

• Closing and padlocking the Twyford Range barrier. 

• Lowering and storing the red “Range in use” flags at the overspill car park area and 
entrance to the range. 
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• Closing and padlocking the main gate. 
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5.1 Carriage of Firearms 

Away from the firing point 
It is the responsibility of Members and Visitors to ensure that firearms are brought to the 
Range bagged or cased in a safe and unloaded state. 

Firearms should be kept bagged/cased other than when they are on a firing point under the 
control of an RCO qualified Member. Holsters are not to be worn and used to carry firearms 
away from the firing point. 

Debagging/uncasing of firearms away from the firing point is to be avoided; use a firing point 
whenever possible. However, a firearm may be debagged/uncased in the Club Room Lounge 
for the purpose of examination by the owner or another person; for example, when the firearm 
is being offered for sale. In which case the firearm shall be taken bagged/cased into the club 
room and then proven clear by an independent RCO who shall always supervise the handling 
and examination of the firearm. 

Debagging/uncasing of firearms in the car park, picnic table/seating area is expressly 
forbidden. 

Magazines and speed loaders may be pre-charged away from the firing point but shall only be 
inserted into the firearm on the firing point after the RCO has given permission for this to 
happen using the applicable range command. See Section 4.6. 

On the firing point 
Bagged/cased firearms may only be moved onto the firing point when the RCO has given 
permission for this. When firearms are being debagged/uncased they should be kept horizontal 
and pointing towards the target/sand directly in front along the firing lane. 

When moving a firearm on the firing point, for example where a practice consists of several 
stages at different distances, the firearm should be proven clear by the RCO and then 
bagged/cased before it is moved. Firearms should only be carried unloaded with the breech 
open during a shooting detail where the course of fire and the discipline rules require it. 

Moving a debagged/uncased firearm within the firing point area should be avoided whenever 
possible. See Section 4.6 Range Safety Commands for what to do should this become 
necessary. 

Pistols/Revolvers – The preferred method of carrying a pistol or revolver is in a suitable pistol 
bag/case. A holster may be worn and used on the firing point to facilitate a recognised course 
of fire. For the purpose of completing a recognised course of fire holsters may be used on the 
firing point to carry an unloaded firearm that has been proven safe by an RCO, for example 
when moving between stages. 

5.2 Loading and Firing 
No firearm may be loaded or charged magazine inserted until the RCO has given permission 
for this to happen using the applicable range command. See Section 4.6. 

During loading, firearms must point horizontally towards the target/stop butt. Note – in the case 
of muzzle loading firearms “loading” is construed as the act of capping or priming the firing 
mechanism. 



CHAPTER 5 – FIREARMS SAFETY PROCEDURES  

      
DRPC (1999) January 2020  Page 33 

When closing the breech and in use all firearms must be controlled so they do not contravene 
the recognised inclined safety angle from the horizontal of 70 mils (3.9 degrees). 

Actions which shooters must avoid because they increase the risk of exceeding the 70 mils 
safety angle include: 

• Raising the firearm above the horizontal and then lowering into aim. 

• When using a bipod, resting the butt on the ground when chambering a round and closing 
bolt. 
The firearm should be held horizontal when chambering a round and closing the breech. 

• Single handed cocking a revolver/pistol or similar hammer action firearm. 
For safety reasons under no circumstances is a long barrelled revolver, black 
powder/muzzle loading revolver or pistol to be cocked using the strong (gripping) hand. The 
supporting hand is to be used for this role. 

• Firing at the sand above the horizontal. 

• Putting a target at the top of the frame.  
Note – When using echelon targets on “A” Range it may be necessary for a tall person to 
position the target close to the top of the frame when shooting at short range, e.g. 15 
metres and less, in order to maintain the horizontal so that the bullet strikes the centre of 
the bullet catching sand. See Section 1.3f. 

A loaded firearm must always be pointed in the direction of the target unless the rules of the 
competition preclude this, e.g. some competition rules state that a firearm must be pointed 
towards the target in a ‘ready’ position, which may be at 45 degrees downwards, but never 
with the firearm elevated above the target. 

5.3 Black Powder Safety Procedures 
In this section for simplicity the term “black powder” is used to refer to both black powder and 
substitute explosives such as Pyrodex. 

Powder Handling, Use and Precautions 
Use of Pyrodex or black powder substitutes is banned in antique, or original, black 
powder firearms with iron barrels. Sudden barrel failure can result from the corrosive 
elements of Pyrodex or similar black powder substitutes attacking the iron barrel. 
Modern steel barrels are more resistant to this effect. 

Due to the flammable (explosive if contained) nature of the components used extreme care 
must be taken to safeguard powder and percussion caps. 

Black powder must be contained in individual vials and percussion caps kept covered. Powder 
flasks shall not be used to store and dispense black powder. However, powder flasks may be 
used to store and dispense inert “fillers” such as semolina. 

There must be no naked flames in the loading areas, other than match-lock matches which, 
when not attached to the firearm, must be kept safely in a covered container. 

On the Firing Point 
On “A” Range black powder shooting is permitted from within the enclosed firing booths but 
only on alternative firing points equipped with two shelves. Before firing all powder and priming 
materials should be covered by placing them on the lower shelf. 
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On the open firing points of “B” Range and “C” Range the RCO and shooters should 
coordinate the activities of capping off, flashing off, loading, priming and firing to ensure that all 
powder and priming materials are covered before firing takes place. 

Revolvers 
To minimise the risk of cross ignition between cylinders and to lubricate the ball/barrel of 
percussion revolvers tight fitting projectiles must be used and the mouth of each cylinder 
sealed with a suitable grease or similar lubricant. This procedure to be carried out irrespective 
of any form of wad being used. 

Black Powder Firearm Malfunction 
Any blockage or misfire must be dealt with on the firing point, except with the agreement of the 
RCO. Dismantling of the firearm may be an option in these circumstances. See also Section 
5.7 Firearm Malfunction. 

5.4 Aiming Exercises, Dry Firing and Capping-off 
Aiming exercises, dry firing and capping off may only be carried out on a firing point in a 
manner consistent with loading and firing a loaded firearm. 

Under no circumstances is a firearm to be pointed at an aiming mark of any description unless 
at a recognised firing point under the supervision of a Club qualified RCO. 

5.5 Clearing Firearms and Proving Safe 
RCOs are expected to have a good understanding of commonly used firearms, for example 
.22 RF Semi-automatic, Bolt Action and Lever Action. However, responsibility for being able to 
demonstrate to the RCO that a firearm is safe rests with the user. Members must therefore be 
able to show competence in handling and use of any personal firearm and must be able to 
demonstrate to the RCO that the firearm they are using is clear. 

The following gives guidance to RCOs and Members on what is required when inspecting 
firearms and proving safe. 

Magazines (applicable to all firearms that use a detachable magazine) 

• Magazine placed in an empty state at side of firearm. (see Note below) 

Note – Any loaded magazine is to be kept isolated from the firearm and may be bagged or 
cased or secured on the person, for example in a magazine pouch or closed pocket. No 
magazine is to be handled until the Commence Firing command has been given. 

.22 RF Semi-automatic (rifle or long barrelled pistol) 

• Magazine removed. 

• Block open and ejection port uppermost. 

• Breech flag inserted. 

Bolt action, Lever Release, Straight Pull (rifle, long barrelled pistol, shotgun) 

• Magazine removed where applicable. 

• Block/bolt open and ejection port uppermost (bolt removed optional). 

• Breech flag inserted. 

Break Action, Falling Block (rifle, long barrelled pistol, break action shotgun) 

• Barrel empty and broken, Breech block open clearly visible 

• Breech flag inserted 
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Gallery Rifle (Underlever) 

• Magazine/tube empty 

• Action operated at least three times (to be observed by RCO before bagging/casing or 
moving firearm on the firing point 

• Action fully open and ejection port uppermost 

• Breech flag inserted 

Long Barrelled Revolvers (LBRs) 

• Cylinder open or loading gate open as applicable 

• Cylinder empty (rotate to demonstrate as necessary) 

• Breech flag inserted into one chamber or under the hammer (optional) 

Muzzle Loading/Front Loading Black Powder Firearms 
Black powder firearms may be charged with powder and projectile and still be deemed safe 
when the following conditions are complied with: 

Percussion 

• Half cock 

• Clear nipples 

• Breech flag utilised in a manner appropriate to the firearm involved 

Flintlock 

• Frizzen forward and flash pan clear of powder 

• Breech flag utilised in a manner appropriate to the firearm involved 

Shotgun - Pump action/semi-auto 

• Magazine/tube empty 

• Action fully open and ejection port uppermost, empty magazine clearly visible 

• Breech flag inserted 

Air Weapons 

• Magazine removed where applicable 

• Barrel empty, and broken where applicable 

• Breech open clearly visible 

• Breech flag utilised in a manner appropriate to the firearm involved 

5.6 Ammunition Misfires and Defects 

Probationary Members 
Any misfire, jam, stoppage or other issue with ammunition can pose a safety risk, more so 
when it involves a less experienced shooter. On A-Range during club sessions RCO will often 
be supervising one or more inexperienced shooter. Before firing commences, RCOs should tell 
any Probationary Member that if they experience an ammunition malfunction or misfire or hear 
anything but a clear bang when pulling the trigger, they are to stop firing and immediately 
attract the attention of the RCO by raising a hand. The firearm must be kept pointing towards 
the target. The RCO should determine the nature of the problem, take charge of the situation 
and deal with the problem as appropriate. If the situation or problem demands the total and 
prolonged attention of the RCO shooting may need to be suspended until such time as the 
problem is resolved so the RCO can devote all their attention to the matter. 
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Ammunition misfires, jams and stoppages can be a common and frequent occurrence with .22 
RF Semi-automatic firearms, including Club owned rifles. See Misfired, Misfed or Defective 
Ammunition below. With experience Probationary Members should become competent in 
safely clearing these problems. RCOs may determine that a Probationary Member has the 
necessary competence to deal with this type of problem and allow them to do so without 
recourse to the RCO.  

Members and Visitors using Personal Firearm 
Members and visitors using personal firearms are expected to be competent in the use of their 
firearms. This includes being competent to deal safely with any ammunition misfire, jam or 
stoppage. Any Member who has any uncertainty about how to safely deal with any ammunition 
misfire, jam or stoppage should inform the RCO and seek assistance from such expert 
resources as may be available. 

Members using the firearm of another member (see Section 1.11 Permitted use of Personal 
Firearms) shall be supervised by an RCO qualified Member who is authorised to use such 
firearms, and who attends all times to provide coaching and supervision. In the event of 
ammunition misfire, jam or stoppage the supervising RCO qualified Member should determine 
the nature of the problem, take charge of the situation and issue commands as appropriate. 

Visiting Firearm Certificate (FAC) holders who are not members may shoot their own firearm 
only. In the event of ammunition misfire, jam or stoppage the supervising RCO qualified 
Member should determine the nature of the problem, take charge of the situation and issue 
commands as appropriate (see Section 1.10 Permitted Use of Ranges by Club Members and 
Visitors). Visitors should be instructed not to refire jammed or damaged ammunition on the 
DRPC (1999) Range complex. 

Misfired, Misfed or Defective Ammunition 
Misfired, misfed or defective ammunition must not be refired but must be safely disarmed and 
disposed of. 

RCOs should collect and make safe all Club provided misfired, misfed or defective ammunition 
from Probationary Members and dispose of the component parts in the waste bins provided. 

Members, including Probationary Members who are FAC holders, are responsible for safely 
disarming their own misfired, misfed or defective ammunition and safely disposing of the 
component parts using the waste bins provided or by removing them from the range and 
disposing of them in an appropriate manner. 

Under no circumstances are rounds of ammunition, including misfired, misfed or defective 
rounds, to be put into the waste bins provided for component parts or left anywhere on the 
Range. 

5.7 Firearm Malfunction 
If a firearm cannot be unloaded in the normal manner the firer shall immediately inform the 
RCO. The firearm is to be benched/grounded, pointing towards the target and should be 
controlled so it does not contravene the recognised inclined safety angle from the horizontal of 
70 mils (3.9 degrees). The RCO should determine the nature of the problem, take charge of 
the situation and issue commands as appropriate. If the situation or problem demands the total 
and prolonged attention of the RCO shooting may need to be suspended until such time as the 
problem is resolved so the RCO can devote all their attention to the matter. 
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The firearm is to be made safe as deemed appropriate in the circumstances by the RCO using 
such expert resources as may be available.  

At no time may a loaded firearm be taken from the firing point; except by order of the RCO in 
exceptional circumstances. 
 

END
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Wind indicating flags may be used subject to the following requirements. 

The word “Flags” is used to mean any wind indicating device including the support 
stand. 

1. General Requirements 

a) Any rifle being used must be zeroed to the appropriate distance prior to the 
use of flags to ensure the trajectory is above the flag height. 

b) Flags may only be used where the rifle is supported using both front and 
rear rests. The rests shall comply with Bench Rest Rifle Rules; i.e. a front 
rest incorporating a pliable bag containing sand and a rear bag containing 
sand. 

Note - In competitions such as the CNTSA League where rear bags are not 
permitted flags may not be used due to the reduced control on the rear of the 
rifle. 

c) Flags on the range must be placed in a direct line from the muzzle of the rifle 
to the centre of the target and must be no higher than level with the bench top 
and the bottom of the target card. 

d) When using flags alongside disciplines other than bench rest shooting where 
the rifle is supported in both front and rear rests; there shall be one firing 
point clear of any shooting to the left and right of the firing point using flags. 

2. A Range Requirements 

a. Only Firing Points 13, 14 15 and 16 may be used with flags. 

3. B Range Requirements 

a. Any firing point may be used with flags when only bench rest shooting where 
the rifle is supported using both front and rear rests is being fired. 

b. If another discipline is being fired at the same time, then only firing point 
number 1 may be used with flags. 

4. C Range Requirements  

a. Any firing point may be used with flags when only bench rest shooting where 
the rifle is supported in both front and rear rests is being fired. 

b. If another discipline is being fired at the same time, then: - 

when firing from 25 metres, or 50 metres, only the far right firing point, target 
frame 18, may be used with flags. 

when firing from 75 metres, only the target frame 16, may be used with flags 

when firing from 100 metres, only the target frame 15, may be used with flags. 

c) Flags are not permitted at the 200 point due to the undulating level of the 
range. 


